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The immense potential wealth is being actively exploited,
agriculture is being mechanised, industries have been
developed and the culture of a skilled labouring com-
munity is flourishing. The Kazaks, who till recently were
Nomads living in felt tents and followed their herds of
cattle from one place to another in search of fresh pas-
tures, have permanent up-to-date settlements with hospi-
tals and schools and instead of a roadless land, there is
a network of railways and fine roads.

The Jews who in Tsarist Russia were deliberately
confined to the so-called ' defined limits of settlement',
or the 'pale settlements' and were debarred from agricul-
ture, are'now being encouraged to take to farming both
by the state and the public opinion. Helped by the
Government, the Jewish immigrants are building new
settlements, draining marshes, clearing tracts of forests,
ploughing up new land and sowing crops, thereby
creating a new centre of industry and culture with news-
papers and periodicals published in Yiddish, and a
permanent Jewish Theatre.

Next there are the forests of Siberia and the Far
East which were inhabited by some 30 different and
numerically small nationalities of the North, such as
the Evenks, Tunguzes, Nanians, Golds, Nivkhians,
Giliaks, Lauravetlans, Tchouckchis, etc. Before the
revolution all these peoples were in an extremely back-
ward state of civilization. They were still using stone
spearheads, bows and arrows, and their only occupations
were the breeding of reindeer, fishing and hunting.
They possessed no written language and the Tsarist
scientists regarded these tribes as doomed to extinction.
But now under the Soviet regime, not a single people is
dying out; on the other hand they are given full oppor-
tunities to grow and develop themselves. The economic